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Vegetation on the South Ridge of Mt. Hakusan
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Summary

We had an opportunity to investigate the vegetation on the south ridge of Mt. Hakusan on the side of Gifu
Prefecture. The following are the results of our investigation.
(1) On the southeast face of the top of Peak Aburasaka, Hemerocallis middendorffii var. esculenta, Veratrum
stamineum and Tripetaleia bracteata gained an advantage over many other species. They made up the tall herb
communities.
(2) In the northern area of Amaike Pond, a unique flora of snow-patch was built up. In that place Plantago
hakusanensis gained an advantage over other species, and the flora was analogous to that of Faurio-Caricetum
blepharicarpae.
(3) Plantago hakusanensis was also found in the northern area of Amaike Pond on the side of Gifu Prefecture
and in the area around Mitaraiike Pond, which are both about 2,215 meters above sea level.

The blooming time was the same or a little earlier than at Minamiryugabanba (Ishikawa Prefecture), 140
meters lower than the above two areas.

In both areas P. hakusanensis plants almost bore fruits at the time of our investigation.
(4) Plantago hakusanensis was not found in the area in the southwest of Mitaraiike Pond. The area around
Mitaraiike Pond was the most southwestern area inhabited by P. hakusanensis.
(5) On the southeast face just below the top of Mt. Betsusan, we observed a community of Vaccinio-Pinetum
pumilae, in which Pinus pumila, Rhododendron brachycarpum and Vaccinium smallii gained an advantage over
other species.

What we have to do here after is to continue our investigation of the vegetation on the other areas of the
south ridge of Mt. Hakusan, and to continue our investigation in the other seasons of the year to obtain more
accurate information on the various vegetation.
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