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An Ecological Study of the Plants on the North Ridge of Mt. Hakusan
(1) Vegetation of Mt. Nodanishoji and its neighbouring area.

Sabro Onocr * Ryoji NARusE * Siro ANDO
The present paper attempts to describe the outline of the vegetation of Mt. Nodanishoji and
its neighbouring area. The results are as follows.

(1)  On the south ridge of Mt.Nodanishoji at the altitude of 1,700 meters, sub-alpine area, there
is a flat area with two ponds. The name of the place is “Mosen-daira,” which in Japanese
means a flat area covered with Drosera rotundifolia.  Scirpus hondoensis grows in both of the
ponds and Carex omiana var. nonticola, Drosera rotundifolia, Maianthemum dilatatum, Hemerocallis
dumortieri var. esculenta, and Veratrum stamineum grow at the marginal parts of these ponds.

Mosen-daira Moor is surrounded by Sasa kurilensis bushes and dense thickets that will be

mentioned afterward.

(2) Quasi-alpine vegetations are seen between the ridge of Mt. Nodanishoji and Mosendaira Moor.
The scrubs of Quercus mongolica var. undulatifolia, llex sugerokii, Hamamelis japonica var. obisusata,
‘Rhododendron trinerve, Tritemodon campanulatus, Pinus palustris, Acer tschonoskii and Faqus crenata

form dense thickets.

(3) Abies Mariesii forest grows on the western slope (Ishikawa Prefecture side) and only a small
community of Abies Mariesii develops on the ridge. On the eastern slope (Gifu Prefecture side),
the coniferous forests are lacking and the quasi-alpine vegetations above Faqus crenata forest

occurs instead.

(4) At the foot of Mt. Nodanishoji, 1,260m above the sea level, Faqus crenata forests are the
typical cool temperate beech forests on the Japan Sea side. In the case of the sub-high tree
layer, the common species are Faqus crenata, Clethva barbinervis, Quercus mongolica var. grosse-
serrata, Acer micvanthum. In the shrub layer, the common species are Hamamelis japonica var.
obtusata, Viburnum furcatum, Ilex sugerokii, Launus umbellata var. membranacea. In the grass
layer, the common species are Ilex leucoclada, Daphwiphyllum humile, Hugeria japonica, Skimia
Japonica var. intermedid f. vepens, Parapyrola asiatica.

(5) On Mt. Nodanishoji and its neighbouring area, there could be found numbers of so-called
“the Elements of the Japan Sea] such as Rhododendron trinevve, llex sugerokii, llex cremata var.
paludosa, Hamamelis japonica var. obtusata, Aucuba japonica var. borealis, llex leucoclada, Daphni-
pbyllum humile, Cacalia nikomontana, Paris japonica, and Sanguisorba hakusanensis.
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